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C] YES | want to “adopt” an orphan for one year. My choice is Number 
If this child has already been adopted, | agree to support another whom you may select. 
With God's help | will send $8 a month. Please let me have my child’s name, picture, address, 


Give Yourself a Lasting, Wonderful Gift 


Think of It! Only $8 a Month 


iiest A 5m Os, 





CLIP AND MAIL TODAY.—— 
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CHOOSE YOUR OWN ORPHAN 





You may select your own child from the pictures above and become a sponsor of one of these 
dear Korean orphan children in one of our 24 Christian orphanages. Each one is waiting to have 
an American “Daddy and Mommie.” Why not make this a most worthy missionary project of your 
Sunday school or Bible class, junior church, missionary society, or women’s group, etc.? For only 
$8 a month—just 26 pennies a day—you will help bring Christ to this child and train him to be 
a Christian leader in Korea. Write or phone NOW! 
, Inc., is caring for over 2,000 orphans. Many more 
are in desperate need—homeless, cold, and hungry. Help us expand our 24 orphanages. Each 
home is a real Christian institution. All Staff and Board members are earnest Christians. May 
we hear from you? 





and story. | understand | may continue after one year if | wish to. 


C | cannot “adopt” a child, but want to help by giving $ 


C) Please send me further information. 
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Letters From Readers 


For thirty-five years now I read the 
Times regularly every week. I want 
to join my voice in the warmest con- 
gratulation for your Centenary. I can- 
not express the benefits we get here 
from such a periodical founded on the 
sound Biblical doctrines. Thank you 
for sending it to me in all the past 
years. My prayer to God for you is 2 
Corinthians 9:8.—Wassef Abdel Malek, 
Apostolic Church, Samalout, Egypt. 





First of all let me say what a blessing 
Tue SunpAay ScHooL Times has been to 
me down through the years. It is al- 
ways on the top of ‘the pile’ and I al- 
ways make sure to read the TIMES. 

I greatly enjoyed. your Centenary 
number. I especially appreciated learn- 
ing something of the ‘mechanics’ of 
composing the paper—Dr. J. Allen 
Blair, Glad Tidings, Inc., Overland, Mo. 
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Lesson for June 7 in this issue 





Lesson 10.—A Prophet Denounces Corruption. 
1 Kings 21:1 to 22:40. 
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By Helen Frazee-Bower — 


*, d his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, " deunaciios, The mighty God, The everlast- 
ing Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). 

E MAY ask for strength to con- 
quer 

Every pathway where we plod: 

In His name, the name of power, 

Wonderful, The mighty God. 


We may ask for His direction 
All the way unto the end: 

In His name, the name of guidance, 
Counsellor, beloved Friend. 


We may ask for life beyond us, 
Bliss no mortal ever knew: 
In His name, the name eternal, 

Everlasting Father, too. 


We may ask for Life within us, 
Sorrow, worry, pain, can cease: 

In His name, the name of comfort, 
Jesus Christ, The Prince of Peace. 


b 4 


Spiritual Discernment 


One evidence of spiritual maturity 
is ability to discern between the good 
and the bad, between that which is of 
God and that which is of the Devil. 
But most of the questions about which 
we must decide are not clear-cut issues. 
There is good with the bad and bad 
with the good. Biblical elements are 
mixed in with un-Biblical ones. And 
So the question arises, At what point 
does the total situation become un- 
Biblical in character, therefore to be 
avoided? Many situations are similar 
to peeling potatoes. If we reject every 
Potato with an eye in it, we shall cease 
toeat potatoes. If we insist upon per- 
fection in every Christian work and 
8Toup before we will have any part in 









“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us” 






it, we shall walk a lonely road. Others 
have not yet attained perfection, nor 


have we. And yet the occasional po- 
tato must be thrown out because it has 
so many eyes and brown spots. Spir- 
itual maturity is needed for both types 
of decision: when to reject and when 
to receive. Immaturity is shown as 
much by rejecting the good as by re- 
ceiving the evil. There is a different 
type of situation, however, one that is 
similar to the presence of caustic lye 
in milk. Here the slightest trace is 
deadly; the milk must be poured out. 
We cannot linger over such a decision. 
So we need ability to distinguish be- 
tween that which by its very nature 


ve 


corrupts the whole, and that which 
merely mars. Where shall we find this 
ability? Surely in God, the Source of 
all discernment: “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him” (Jas. 1: 
5). These are encouraging words, for 
they tell us that God wants to help us 
when we are puzzled about what to do. 
God has given us His Word, the Bible, 
as the standard by which we may de- 
cide difficult questions, receiving good 
and rejecting evil. The darkness of in- 
decision yields to light from the Word. 
We are on safe ground when our de- 
cisions are based upon Biblical princi- 
ples. But we are not infallible, and 
our hearts are desperately wicked. And 
so in any situation we may reject the 
good or receive the bad. Yet even 
when we have made a wrong decision, 
our Father does not forsake us (as may 
our brethren). Instead He is ready to 
hear us and enlighten us, to give grace 
to change our minds and correct our 
actions. 


ve 


|. Lilias Trotter of Algiers 


This is the first part of an article reviewing “The Love That Was 


Stronger—Lilias Trotter of Algiers,” 


by Mrs. I. R. Govan Stewart. 


(Published for the Algiers Mission Band by the Lutterworth Press, 


4 Bouverie St., 


London, E.C.4, 5 shillings sixpence net; may be 


ordered from the Christian Literature Crusade, Ft. Washington, Pa., 
at $1.65 postpaid.) 


of the last seventy-five years was 

Miss I. Lilias Trotter who labored 
for forty years in Algiers. She was a 
talented artist and writer, a master of 
Arabic, fluent in French, a brave and 
persevering traveler in the desert, al- 
ways a seeker after the lost sheep in 
Islam, and a missionary stateswoman. 
The fragrant story of her life has just 
been well told in a _ ninety-six-page 
biography by Mrs. I. R. Govan Stewart, 
who knew Miss Trotter well. 

Lilias was born in London in 1853, 
the eldest of three children born to 
Isabella Strange Trotter, the second 
wife of Alexander Trotter who had 
six children by his first marriage. The 
father is described as “a charming char- 
acter of love, generosity, and gentle- 
ness, combined with high qualities of 
intellect, and acquirements,” an able 
businessman. The children studied at 
home under French and German gov- 
ernesses and the family would travel on 
the continent in summer. “Lilias, as 
well as having an accurate and orderly 
mind, was at heart an artist, with an 
artist’s appreciation of colour and form. 


O« of the really great missionaries 





As she grew into the thoughtful teens, 
her love of beauty was so intense that 
her sister remembers her bursting into 
tears at her first sight of the glory of 
Switzerland’s snow-covered mountains. 
She was now a tall, slender girl, with 
a sensitive mouth and beautiful soft 
brown eyes, and a quality of selfless- 
ness which gave her a peculiar charm.” 
When her father died in 1866 she be- 
came more serious and thought of the 
mystery of pain and eternity. “It may 
be at this time,” says Mrs. Stewart, “that 
the God of whom she had been taught 
all her days drew near and became, in 
spite of all that she could not under- 
stand, her own loving heavenly Father. 
From now on, when the family thought 
Lilias at play, she was often in her room 
instead, praying. She was becoming 
conscious of the pull of the Unseen, and 
of the Life eternal within.” 

Ten years later Mrs. Trotter and 
Lilias were staying at the same hotel 
in Venice where John Ruskin was a 
guest. In the formal language of that 
day the mother wrote to him thus: 
“Mrs. Alex. Trotter has the pleasure of 
sending Professor Ruskin her daughter’s 
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Comfort for Dark Days 





“If so be the Lord will be with 
me, then I shall be able” (Josh. 
14:12). 

















water-colours. Mrs. Trotter is quite 
prepared to hear that he does not ap- 
prove of them—she has drawn from 
childhood, and has had very little 
teaching. But if Mrs. Trotter could 
have Professor Ruskin’s opinion, it 
would be:most valuable.” But he was 
encouraging, and so began her art les- 
sons and friendship with the famous 
writer, a man of fifty-five. In some of 
her drawings he “saw there was ex- 
tremely right-minded and careful work, 
almost totally without knowledge”; and 
then he took her out walking and gave 
her two or three lessons, when “she 
seemed to learn everything the instant 
she was shown it, and ever so much 
more than she was taught.” He de- 
scribed his meeting with her in his 
. “Lectures on English Art” given to his 
Oxford students. He thought so highly 
of: her artistic skill that he was greatly 
disappointed when she later turned 
“from art to the work of God. 


In 1874 “Broadlands”—one of Eng- 
land’s stately homes chosen by Princess 
Elizabeth and Prince Philip for their 
honeymoon in 1947—was the scene of 
a convention for the deepening of the 
spiritual life, the forerunner of the 
Brighton and Keswick conventions. 
One of the speakers was an American, 
Mrs. Pearsall Smith, author of “The 
Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life.” 
It seems to have been the influence of 
Mrs. Pearsall Smith, and of Andrew 
Jukes and Theodore Monod, which 
brought Lilias Trotter, then twenty-one 
years old, to a complete surrender of 
herself and all her talents to God. Re- 
ferring to John Ruskin, she wrote: “I 
see as clear as daylight I cannot give 
myself to painting in the way he means, 
and continue still to ‘seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness.’” 

In the following year Lilias and her 
sister Margaret attended the Moody 
and Sankey meetings in London and 
they sang in the choir, which met for 
practice at the home where Sankey 
was staying. They also worked in the 
counselling room and they heard Mr. 
Moody say to the personal workers: 
“You must ply them with the Word of 
God, and wait patiently until you see 
that they: have grasped the truth, and 
are resting on Christ, and Christ alone, 
for salvation. Don’t be in a hurry. 
Think, oh! think what it means to win 
a soul for Christ, and do not grudge 
time spent on one person.” 

Then followed work with the Young 
Women’s Christian Association, “which 
was full of spiritual intensity in the 
days of its beginnings.” There were 
prayer and Bible. study circles and 
_ hostels and homes for working girls, 
and the aim of it all was soul-winning 
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and the building up of girls and women 
in the Christian life. Through this 
work Lilias saw the worst side of life 
and gained much practical experience 
in searching out and winning lost girls 
for Christ. “She walked the streets 
fearlessly to save them—a friend re- 
members her sitting up all night with 
a poor half-crazed girl who contem- 
plated suicide; and she wore herself 
out planning and providing for them.” 
She turned “her back on fame, mar- 
riage, and pleasure, to follow the steps 
of the Master.” She wrote: “A path 
lies within our reach making the or- 
dinary Christian life look cold and 
colourless by contrast, a path leading 
even beyond that of consecration in its 
lower sense: for this latter may be 
very subjective in tone, may hold the 
way of obedience chiefly as a means of 
rest and victory. It is to many of us a 
distinctly fresh life when God’s Spirit 
leads us to the objective side, lifting 
our gaze from the road beneath our 
feet to the form of Him who goes be- 
fore, riveting it there by His radiant 
beauty. 
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‘And I clave to Him as He turned His face 
From the land that was mine no longer; 
The land I had loved in the ancient 
Ere I knew the love that was stronger,’” 


It was at a Y.W.C.A. meeting where 
a missionary spoke in May, 1887, that 
she heard the call to North Africa. She 
saw the irreconcilable differences be- 
tween Islam and Christianity. “The 
difference is as great as between night 
and day!” she said. “Their god is a 
projection of a man’s mind, and a ‘fallen 
mind’ at that. They do not know the 
holiness or love of our God, and so have 
no real understanding of sin. En- 
shrined in Mohammedanism, as in 
every false religion, is the fallacy that 
man can be saved by his own efforts, 
and so they keep fasts, observe stated 
times of prayer, eschew drink and gam- 
bling, simply for the sake of a heaven 
of sensual delights. . . .” In March, 
1888, she arrived in Algiers, which was 
to be her field of work for the next 
forty years. “Our Battlefield!” she 
called it. “None of us would have been 
passed by a doctor for any missionary 
society; we did not know a soul in the 

(Continued on page 409) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Books in Defense 
of the Faith 


What have you to recommend, 
other than the Word of God, to aid in 
combating insidious, supposed-to-be- 
scientific unbelief? 

Education as it is now provided in 
some of our city and central schools 
is far from helpful in the things of 
our God. 

Your aid in this matter of being 
used of His Holy Spirit to help them 
see Christ crucified for their sin will 
be greatly appreciated—A New York 
reader. 


The following is a list of books that 
are helpful in combating unbelief and 
in defense of the faith: 

In DEFENSE OF THE FAITH 

Therefore Stand. By Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. 
(W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $3.95.) 

This Atomic Age and the Word of God. By 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith. (W. A. Wilde Co., $3.) 

Difficulties in the Bible. By R. A. Torrey. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; 35 cents.) 


A Scientific Investigation of the Old Testa- 
ment. By Robert Dick Wilson. (Moody Press, 


$3.25.) 
An Introduction to Christian Apologetics. 
By E. J. Carnell. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 


Co., Grand Rapids 3; $3.50.) 

Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson. (Sunday School Times, 
Philadelphia 5; 25 cents.) 

The Greatness and Grace of God. By Olar- 
ence H. Benson. (Scripture Press, Wheaton, 
Ill., $3.) 

Are the New Testament Documents Reliable? 
By F. F. Bruce. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
$2.) ’ 


ON THE INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE 


The Inspiration of the Holy Scripture (Theo- 
pneustia). By L. Gaussen. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $3.50.) 

Is the Bible the Word of God? By W. 
Graham Scroggie. (Moody Press, 35 cents.) 

A Lawyer Examines the Bible. By Irwin H. 
Linton. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $2.50.) 


God Spake by Moses. By Oswald T. Allis. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6; $2.) 


. His Unchanging Word. By Dr. Wm. Evans. 
om Sunday-School Union, Philadelphia 
3; $1. 


Inspiration Plus Revelation Equals the Bible. 
By Harry Rimmer. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3; $1.) 

Internal Evidence of Inspiration. By Harry 
Rimmer. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Oo., $3.) 

Inspiration and Interpretation. By John. F. 
Walvoord. (Wm. B, Eerdmans Pub. Oo. 
$4.50.) 

The Inspiration and Authority of the Bible. 
By Benjamin Warfield. (Baker Book House, 
$4.50.) 

Inspiration and Canonicity of the Bible. By 
R. Laird Harris. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6; $4.50.) 


On SCIENCE AND THE BIBLE 


The Bible and Modern Science. By Henry 
M. Morris. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 35 
cents.) 

Science and Truth. By L. Allen wey: 
a soye H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
2.50. 


The Harmony of Science and Scripture. By 
Harry Rimmer. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Oo. 
Grand Rapids 3; $3.) , 


Modern Science and the Christian Faith. By 
American Scientific Affiliation. (Scripture 
Press, Wheaton, IIl., $4:50.) 


Does Science Support the Scriptures? By 
O. E. Sanden. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6; $2.) 


Science Speaks. By Peter W. 
(Moody Press, 35 cents.) 


Is Human Progress Inevitable? and .The 
Earth Shall Wax Old Like a Garment. Both 
by A Ohristian Physician. (International 
Christian Crusade, Toronto 5; 5 cents each.) 


Miracles of Science ($3) and Footprints of 
God ($2.50), both by Dr. Arthur I. Brown. 
(Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay, Ohio.) ; 

Any of the above may also be ordered 
through the Times Book Service, 1800 
Arch St., Philadelphia 3. With each 
order of less than $3, please include 15 
cents additional; and with each order 
of $3 or over, please include 5 per cent 
additional for postage and handling costs. 


Stoner. 
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lil. Real and Counterfeit Victory 


Comparing some human experiences 


and Scriptural standards 


New Testament, and yet I am sure 

there are many Christians who 
have received Jesus as Saviour, who 
have been born again and have passed 
from death unto life, who nevertheless 
are deceived day by day by a counter- 
feit victory when God wants them to 
know what real victory is. I can speak 
with deep feeling as to this, because I 
lived to be nearly forty years old (after 
having lived for more than twenty-five 
years as a sincere Christian) never 
knowing what real victory was, and 
having all those years taken the coun- 
terfeit victory—active Christian worker 
though I was—as a substitute for the 
real. 

Our Lord once said to some Jews, who 
were sure that they were all right, 
“Every one that committeth sin is the 
bondservant of sin. . . . If therefore the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed” (John 8: 34-36). 


[rew tes is a great word in the 


Not Do, but Done 


Then again, the same Holy Spirit who 
indwelt the Lord Jesus said to Paul, 
“Sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for ye are not under law, but under 
grace,” and the Lord Himself adds later, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee.” “Ye 
are not under law” which says DO, “but 
under grace” which says DONE, and 
that is the reason why “sin shall not 
have dominion over you.” So it is that 
Paul could cry out to the Galatians, as 
he was making that passionate protest 
against relapsing from grace into law, 
as most of us Christians have done at 
one time or another, “I have been cru- 
cified with Christ, and it is no longer I 
that live, but Christ liveth in me.” And 
again in Philippians, “To me to live 
is Christ.” And to the Corinthians, 
“Thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
If there is one word that we do not 
always realize should be printed in cap- 
ital letters in that triumphant thanks- 
giving, it is the word “GIVETH.” 
“Thanks be to God, who GIVETH us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
That is grace. That is the test of the 
real or the counterfeit victory. Just re- 
member this: any victory over the 
power of any sin whatsoever in your 
life that you have to get by working for 
it is counterfeit. Any victory that you 
have to get by trying for it is counter- 
feit. If you have to work for your vic- 
tory, it is not the real thing; it is not 
the thing that God offers you. 

On the train this afternoon I was 
reading a letter from a woman who is 
at this Convention, and she said, “I am 
trying to live the victorious life, and so 
I” did so and so under certain circum- 
Stances. That Christian friend may be 
in this audience tonight; but if she is, 


By CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 


This address was given by Dr. 
Trumbull probably forty or more 
years ago. It was reprinted as a 
pamphlet (now out of print) by a 
Mr. A. C. Peck, who wrote: “I am 
republishing this invaluable address 
because I have received great bene- 
fit from it in my own personal ex- 
perience. It has so illumined the 
rugged battlefields of sin and self 
with light from the Word of God as 
to flood ‘my heretofore intermittenj 
life with the glorious radiance of 
constant victory. .I urgently com- 
mend the study of this paper to 
those Christians who live the most 
of their days in the dank mists of 
the valley. It is our privilege to 
pitch our tents, during the earthly 
pilgrimage, upon the sunlit plains 
of the tablelands.” 








I cannot refrain from saying that as 
long as she keeps on trying to live the 
victorious life, she won't live it. If any 
of you are making the mistake of trying 
to liye the victorious life, you are cheat- 
ing yourself out of it, for the victory 
you get by trying for it is a counterfeit 
victory. You must substitute another 
word; not try, but trust, and you can- 
not try and trust at the same time. 
Trying is what we do, and trusting is 
what we let the Lord do. 

Let us think for a few minutes of con- 
crete examples of the counterfeit vic- 
tory and the real victory, keeping in 
mind as we do so the offer of the Lord 
Jesus to set us free so that we shall be 
free indeed. Because the pity of it, the 
tragedy of it, is that the Christian peo- 
ple of our land have not been taught 
the truth in this matter. Our ministers, 
many of them, are not able to teach the 
truth in this matter. They themselves 
have not been taught the truth.” Our 
seminaries are not teaching it. So lay- 
men and ministers are _ substituting 
counterfeit victory for the real. 


Not a Gradual Process 


I read not long ago some extracts 
from a sermon by a well-known 
preacher, and they were something like 
this: “We all of us need to do weeding, 
rooting up the bad weeds in the garden 
of our own life. The thing to do is to 
give your attention to some weed, some 
sin that has taken root in your life, and 
with prayer and effort dig it up. It 
may take you a long time, but keep at 
it day after day, week after week, 
month after month if necessary, till. you 
have weeded that sin out. After you 
have gotten rid of that sin, take another, 
and keep at that till you have weeded 
it out. And then another and another 
-of the sins of your life, till you. have 
made your garden what it ought to be.” 

Dear friends, you do not find any- 


thing of this sort in God’s Word. A 
victory gained in that way, by a gradual 
conquest over evil, getting one sin afte1 
another out of our life, is counterfeit 
victory. No, the Lord Jesus does not 
offer to give us any such gradual vic- 
tory over the sins of our life. 

There is an old story, which I am 
very sure is not a true one, but a very 
good one to remember because it illus- 
trates so clearly the mistake of suppos- 
ing that victory over our own sins can 
at best be only gradual. A man who 
was down and out wandered into a 
rescue mission one night, and there 
found Jesus Christ as his Saviour. He 
had been a thief, but now he was saved. 
As he went out from the mission,: he 
talked with himself something like this: 
“I have been a thief, a . pickpocket. 
When business was good, I have picked 
on an average a dozen pockets a day. 
But now I am a Christian, and I must 
give up that method of earning my 
livelihood. For the rest of this week I 
will reduce that number of pockets to 
about eight a day, for I am a Christian 
now. The week after that I will cut it 
down to about six a day. During the 
third week I shall not be picking more 
than three or four pockets a day, and 
in a month from now I shall have given 
it up entirely, for I am a Christian 
now.” sf 


A Gift, Not a Growth 


I don’t believe that is a true story, do 
you? I don’t believe that a man who 
had found Christ as his Saviour would 
be so foolish as to reason with himself 
that way about the sin of thieving. But, 
dear friends, I have an idea that I am 
looking into the faces of some Christian 
people who have been just foolish 
enough to reason that way about the 
known sins of their life; that next year, 
and the year after, and the year after 
that, théy would have reduced some of 
the known sins of their life until some- 
time in the vague future they would 
have given them up entirely. And I 
am perfectly sure that you are looking 
into the face of a man who was foolish 
enough to reason that way about the 
sins of his life for many years. 

No! the victorious life, the life of 
freedom from the power of sin, is not a 
gradual gift. There is no such thing as 
a gradual gift. And victory is a gift. 
It is not a growth. “Thanks be unto 
God who GIVETH us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” How 
long does it take you to grow into your 
Christmas presents? On Christmas 
morning, when you come downstairs, 
and find them there on the table with 
your name on them, how long does it 
take you to grow into those gifts? One 
minute a gift is not yours, though it is 
labeled with your name. The next 
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minute it is yours. Why? Because in 
that minute you have taken it.. You 
did not grow into it; in an instant you 
took it. Victory is a gift which we take 
in exactly the same way. 

Please do not misunderstand me as 
saying that in the victorious life there 
is no growth. That would be absolutely 
false; wholly untrue to the Word of 
God. But we only begin to grow nor- 
mally, grow as God wants us to grow, 
after we have entered into victory. 
Then we have the chance to grow for 
the first time as we ought to grow. And 
then we can “grow in grace” in a thou- 
sand and one ways; grow as long as we 
live, learning more of the Lord all the 
time, and of His Word, and growing as 
He wants us to grow; but not growing 
in freedom from the power of sin. For 
we can have that victory today as com- 
plétely as we can ever have it in this 
world. If Jesus is not able to do it for 
us today, then He will never be able to 
do it for us. But, praise God, He is! 
And He is “the same yesterday, and to 
day, and for ever.” 

Victory is not fighting down your 
wrong desires. That is counterfeit vic- 
tory. It is not concealing your wrong 
feelings. That is the counterfeit. Yet, 
how many of us have supposed that 
victory is simply keeping our wrong 
feelings from expressing themselves. Do 
you remember the story of the old 
Quaker lady, told over and over again 
to illustrate victory? This dear old 
Quaker lady, who apparently never lost 
her temper, always keeping unruffied 
under the most trying circumstances, 
was approached one day by a young 
girl friend, who said: “I want you to 
tell me how under the sun you do it. 
How do you always keep sweet the 
way you do? Why, if some of the things 
happened to me that I have seen hap- 
pen to you, I would just boil over; but 
you never do.” 

And the old Quaker lady answered 
quietly, “Perhaps I don’t: boil over, my 
dear, but thee doesn’t know what boil- 
ing is going on inside.” 

That story has been told as an ex- 
ample of wonderful Christian victory. 
It is no such thing. It is a counterfeit; 
it is a fake; it denies the offer of the 
Word of God. If the only victory we 
can have is to be boiling inside and not 
let people know how sinful we feel, that 
is a poor kind of victory. The Lord 
Jesus Christ never offered it to anyone. 
For it does not take any supernatural 
grace to keep from boiling over if you 
are boiling inside. Anybody can do 
that if there is inducement enough. Any 
businessman who wants to sell goods, 
or to get another man to sign a business 
contract so that he can make money— 
if the man he is talking to says some- 
thing that makes him “boil inside,” he 
is not going to boil over. It is not good 
business. He smiles, and for purely 
selfish reasons he does not let the other 
know how he feels. But there is no 
grace, no miracle, no victory in that. 
Anybody can keep from boiling over, I 
say. Women do it all the time for 
social reasons—and there is no Chris- 
tianity, no grace in that. 
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But I heard of a woman who did not 
“boil over” for a very different reason. 
She was out in India as a missionary. 
She had gone out there to serve Christ; 
doubtless she was a surrendered Chris- 
tian. But she was not yet a victorious 
Christian. Perhaps we do not realize 
that surrender and victory are not al- 
ways the same thing. It is possible to 
be a completely surrendered Christian 
and a defeated Christian, as some of 
you may know to your sorrow. An 
older missionary friend of the younger 
missionary told of her experience him- 
self. One day he with other missionary 
friends said, “We are not living the kind 
of life that the New Testament de- 
scribes and that those early Christians 
apparently lived. Let us go away by 
ourselves and ask God to show &s what 
is,the matter, and to give us what we 
have not got.” They dropped their 
work and went off for a few days, ask- 
ing for they knew not what, but hungry 
for what they did not have. And God 
met them, and gave them what they 
asked for. They came back changed 
men, with Christ in His fullness reign- 
ing in their hearts, and with the vic- 
tory. Then this older missionary told 
the younger woman about it. He told 
her of the revolution wrought in his 
life, veteran missionary though he was. 
She saw the truth and took it all by faith. 

Some months later, he—then at a dis- 
tance—had a letter from her saying that 
she must now tell him of the wonderful 
things that were happening in her life, 
so wonderful, she said, that she could 
scarce believe they were true. “I 
wanted to write you at first,” she said, 
“but I was afraid it would not last. But 
it has lasted. For example, do you 
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know that for three months now I have 
not only not once slammed the door in 
the face of one of these stupid Indian 
servants that used to get on my nerves 
so, but I haven’t even wanted to, once 
in the three months?” 

That. was a miracle. That was vic- 
tory. It is not a miracle to go without 
slamming the door for three months, 
We can put our hands behind our back, 
set our teeth, and not slam the door. 
But would it be a miracle for you to 
go three months without ever once feel- 
ing within your heart that angry surge 
of irritation, impatience, unlove, that 
would make it a relief to “slam the 
door” or give expression in some way 
to your feelings? Would that be a 
miracle? Yes, our hearts tell us that it 
would. We know that no effort of our 
own can possibly bring such a miracle 
to pass; the taking away from our 
hearts of even the “want to” of sinful 
desire. That young woman now had real 
victory, the miracle, the gift of victory, 
which can never be wrought by our will 
power or resolution, or by our efforts of 
any sort.: 

Dear friends, that is the real thing. 
That is real victory. In the counterfeit 
victory we have to conceal how we feel. 
The counterfeit victory means a strug- 
gle; whatever we do, we do by our ef- 
forts. Oh, yes, we ask Him to help us; 
and then we feel that we must do a lot 
to help Him—as if He needed to be 
helped! In real victory, He does it all. 
We do not dare to help. We realize that 
the battle is His. And remembering that 
Christ is our life, we do not need to 
conceal Christ. The things we have to 


conceal in our lives are the things that _ 
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Her sudden Home-going in Japan and the triumphant testimony 
_ of her husband and children 


Among the world-wide family of Sunpay ScHoo. Times readers there 
are certainly hundreds, perhaps thousands, who know and love the 
Raws family at America’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J. Dr. Addison 
C. Raws is director of Keswick Colony of Mercy and of the winter and 


summer conferences. 


On April 10 their daughter, Mrs. Lois Raws 


Robertson, thirty-eight years old, died suddenly of a stroke in Tokyo, 
Japan. She was a graduate of Wheaton College (1940), did graduate 
work at Columbia Bible College, and graduated from Germantown 


Hospital, Philadelphia, as a registered nurse. 


She served for a time 


with the Wycliffe Bible Translators and later with the China Inland 
Mission. Her husband, Roy Robertson, is the director of the Navigator 


work in the Orient. 
Linda, five; Keith Dawson, one. 


She left three children: Janet Kaye, six; Susan 
The day after Lois went Home to be 


with the Lord, Roy wrote the following letter to Dr. and Mrs. Raws. 
It is shared with Times readers because of the love of so many for the 
‘Raws family and also because it manifests in an unusual way the grace 
of God in the life of the bereaved husband and. children.—EpirTor. 


Tokyo, JAPAN 
Aprin 11, 1959 


Dear DappYy AND MOTHER, 


I know that many people are pray- 
ing, and for this I am extremely grate- 
ful. How wonderful to have a living 
faith, to know a Saviour who lives; yea, 
God has Himself said, “I am the God of 


the living and not the God of the dead.” 
How wonderful to know that our be- 
loved Lois is now in the presence of the 
matchless Saviour receiving an infinite 
reward for the fruitfulness of her life 
and the steadfastness of her devotion 
to the Lord and to those about her! 
All the Christian friends here have been 
most helpful and have without excep- 
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tion given wonderful testimony to the 
blessing that Lois’s life has been to 
many. ; 

The blessed Lord took her quite sud- 
denly to Himself. I had just returned 
to Tokyo after being away for a little 
over a week setting up evangelistic 
meetings in some of the cities in west- 
ern Japan. As soon as I reached down- 
town Tokyo, I called Lois immediately 
and we had a very joyous chat together 
for a considerable length of time. I 
had come home a day earlier than 
planned and she was. particularly happy 
as we talked together. Everyone was 
fine. She was in very good health and 
spirits and we made plans together to 
take the children out when I returned 
to the house within a few hours. 


I stopped off to call again about three 
o’clock on the way to the house. Hugh 
Harris, a missionary in our Navigator 
family, answered the phone and said 
that Lois could not come to the phone 
right then. When I asked what had 
happened, he replied that the Lord had 
taken her to be with Him in Glory. I 
got a taxi the rest of the way out, but, 
of course, her spirit had already de- 
parted. When I kissed her I realized 
that Lois was not there, but she had al- 


. ready preceded us to her place of eternal 


consolation and brightness. 

It seems that just before lunch Lois 
went into the bathroom, and almost in- 
stantly afterwards the children found 
her stretched out on the floor. Janie 
went to the telephone and started call- 
ing the Harrises, when our maid, who 
had been sick in bed, came out of her 
room and discovered what had hap- 
pened. The doctor was called imme- 
diately, but it was already far too late. 
It appears that the Lord took Lois in 
just a twinkling of an eye, as though 
one might suddenly give a gasp for 
breath or faint. I am sure there was 
no pain attached, and I know that Lois 
was rejoicing greatly upon this day. 
So the Lord took her instantly—one 
moment here, the next moment straight 
into His presence. ¢ 

The doctor further verified this and 
explained that though he had. been 
there, and though I had been there, 
there would have been absolutely noth- 
ing that anyone could have done. Of 
course we who have a living faith know 
that this is not the hand of man but 
the hand of God. Just as there was no 
power that could stop the Lord Jesus 


‘from bursting through the grave and 


being released forever from the bands 
of death, so certainly no power could 
have kept our beloved Lois here when 
the Lord called her to come hither. 

As mentioned before, many, many 
friends were at our disposal to do any- 
thing they possibly could to help. 
Phyllis Harris took Janie and Sue to 
her house and kept them there last 
night. I kept Keith with me, becoming 
instantly adjusted to the matter of be- 
ing the one to listen for the baby’s 
Cough and cry. It’s surprising how 
quickly the adjustment comes with the 
Tesponsibility. 

Through the help of many friends the 
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plans for the funeral service have 
moved along remarkably smoothly. I 
will attend the Sunday morning service 
with the family in the Evangelical 
Church. Then the service commemo- 
rating Lois’s Home-going will be held 
at three o’clock on Sunday afternoon 
in the English-speaking Baptist Church 
of Shibuya, Tokyo. Rev. W. H. Jackson, 
the pastor, who has been a close friend 
since our very earliest days in Japan, 
will be presiding and giving the mes- 
sage. Perhaps both John Rhoads and 
Hugh Harris of the Navigator family 
will speak briefly, and I plan to give 
my own testimony. Dr. and Mrs. 
Ferris, Baptist missionaries, will give a 
special duet, and Mr. Bernie Holritz, 
TEAM missionary, will sing a solo. 

We have gained permission from the 
Japanese authorities to bury the body 
rather than cremate, which is the usual 
custom of Japan. In somewhat mis- 
sionary style we are having a very 
simple box constructed, and some close 
friends are covering the box and put- 
ting on simple decorations. It is my 
idea to pattern the service something 
after that of Dawson Trotman’s Home- 
going. The box will not be paraded in 
and out but will be placed in a corner 
as a simple tribute to the one who is 
not there but whose spirit is in Heaven. 
My prayer is that the service will be a 
time of real testimony to our wonderful 
Lord, and it is He, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Lois, our beloved one, whom 
we are seeking to honor. 

I mentioned over the phone two 
verses which have been extremely close 
to my heart, Job 1:21 and Job 9:12. As 
you may recall, when Lois and I thought 
that we would have to separate in 
China, loving each other but feeling 
that God had led us along different 
paths of duty, the Lord gave me Job 
1:21 as His promise and direction. He 
gave me her love and at that time, 
just over eight years ago, was asking 
that I give this love back to Him. Lois, 
not.knowing what book I was studying, 
was also directed to Job and received 
from Him the Scripture Job 9:12, “Be- 
hold, he taketh away, who can hinder 
him? who will say unto him, What doest 
thou?” How wonderful it was of the 
Lord to work a miracle in bringing 
about the unusual circumstances in the 
days of the Communist uprising which 
it took to bring Lois and me together 
in holy marriage! In God’s grace He 
granted eight full, happy, blessed years 
and gave to me His choice servant, a 
most faithful disciple and devoted wife. 
Now after eight years the Lord has 
taken back to Himself this one whom 


- He so wonderfully gave. 


He has done it, His way is perfect, 
and we bless the name of our matchless 
Lord. But I have often wondered why 
the Lord so often commended in His 
Word the simple, wonderful faith of 
little children. But we have seen the 
faith of little Janet and Sue which 
seems to far outshine that of any of the 
adults close by. It was Janet and Sue 
who found the body of Lois and rushed 
to the phone for help, so they knew 
right from the start what had happened. 
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The first remark that Janie greeted me . 
with was a question given with a radi- 
ant smile, “Mother has gone to be with 
Jesus, hasn’t she?” This morning when 
we prayed, Janie and Sue thanked the 
Lord for taking Mother to a more won- 
derful place than earth. One of Janie’s 
questions to Phyllis Harris was this, 
“Has Mother reached Heaven yet?” 
There is absolute certainty in her faith, 
it was just a matter of how long it took 
to get there. 

Lois has trained the children so beau- 
tifully that the very excellence of this 
training carries over in a most natural 
way. Their mother never shielded the 
matter of death from them, but had re- 
peatedly told them that death is a won- 
derful thing, a joyous promotion, and 
we can rejoice when the Lord calls the 
ones whom He loves to be Home with 
Himself. Just a few weeks ago the 
Lord called Home one of the girls that 
went to Janie’s school, and at that time 
her little heart had asked endless ques- 
tions which had been patiently an- 
swered by her loving mother. 

The verse that I felt led to choose at 
the beginning of the year for 1959 was 
Philippians 1:20. At that time I was 
thinking of all the ways in which Christ 
should be magnified in my body in this 
life. Of course I noticed the words, 
“whether it be by life, or by death,” 
but could not comprehend how the 
Lord might see fit to magnify Him by 
this death. My prayer is that through 
the death of His precious one great 
honor and glory might be bestowed 
upon His name. I have prayed that for 
those who receive the news of this 
sudden Home-going there might be an 
examining of heart that will lead to a 
greater dedication to the task at hand. 
I pray that. indeed this might be a time 
of heart-searching, though not a time 
of heart-rending. I know that I for 
one have given my life anew to a more 
complete dedication to the task of 
bringing life to those who are in death. 

The Home-going of a Christian is a 
blessed thing, but the fact that there are 
multitudes without the knowledge of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is awful and 
tragic. We pray that the seven to ten 
evangelistic crusades which are being 
prepared for this year shall continue 
with even greater blessing from God. 
I would like to make a personal request 
that whatever gifts and donations might 
normally be made for matters in con- 
nection with a funeral might be put, 
rather, into a fund to be set aside for 
use in preaching the Gospel in Japan. 
If physically there was a toll that took 
Lois’s life, it would probably be traced 
to the time and heart and extra burden 
she had to bear -because of the amount 
of time it took away from home to be 
setting up these evangelistic crusades. 
So I trust that this project that was 
dear to both of our hearts shall be 
augmented with the blessing of God. 

May the Lord give you a spirit of His 
presence, a spirit of joy, and a spirit of 
the abiding peace which only the 
Eternal Son can give. 

Your son, 
(signed) Roy 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 7. A PROPHET DENOUNCES CORRUPTION 
1 Kings 21:1 to 22:40; printed text, 21:1-7, 17-20 
Golden Text.—Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness.—Jer. 22:13 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Kings 21:1 And it came to pass after these things, that 
Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, 
hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 

2 And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vine- 
yard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is 
near unto my house: and I will give thee for it a better vine- 
yard than it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the 


worth of it in money. 


3 And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lorp forbid it me, that I 
should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. 

4 And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased 
because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken 
to him: for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance 
of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and 
turned away his face, and would eat no bread. 

5 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, 
Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread? 

6 And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the 
Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for 
money; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another vine- 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE ghastly events described in this 
| lesson took place in the notorious 
reign of King Ahab (874-851 B.C.) 
and his heartless queen, Jezebel (cf. 1 
Kings 21:25, 26). 

The trouble was that Ahab, a weak 
but self-seeking ruler, had time on his 
hands (cf. 1 Kings 22:1). Leisure can 
be a deadly thing. When King David 
years before had a few idle hours he 
beheld his neighbor’s wife and became 
guilty of adultery and niurder. When 
King Ahab had time to spare, he beheld 
his neighbor’s vineyard and became 
guilty of murder and theft. Woe to 
those who have a lull in their activi- 
ties and are out of fellowship with God. 

Later Ahab coveted Ramoth-gilead, 
one: of the ancient cities of refuge (cf. 
1 Kings 22:3; Deut. 4:43). He sought 
the counsel of his lying prophets, not 
to secure their advice but their bless- 
ing! 
As over against false prophets, Eli- 
jah and Micaiah had several things in 
common. First, they spoke as the Lord 
directed, not as man desired (cf. 1 
Kings 21:17; 22:14). Second, they were 
unafraid of Ahab: Elijah warned the 
king bluntly that his bloody dynasty 
would come to a tragic end (cf. 1 Kings 
21:21-24); Micaiah, that the royal ef- 
fort to capture Ramoth would end in 
disaster. Third, both men stand in 
sharp contrast to their servile contem- 
poraries: Elijah to the base elders and 
nobles of Jezreel who cheated and 
murdered a fellow citizen to satisfy 
their monarch’s whim (cf. 1 Kings 21: 
11-13); Micaiah to the charlatans who 
“prophesied” to please the king (cf. 1 
Kings 22:6). 





saying, 


yard for it: and he answered, I will not give thee my vineyard, 

7 And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now 
govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let 
thine heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Na- 
both the Jezreelite. 


17 And the word of the Lorp came to Elijah the Tishbite, 


18 Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is 


be we ve we 


Verse by Verse 


1 Kings 21:1—*. . . after these things 
. . . Naboth the Jezreelite had a vine- 
yard ... in Jezreel, hard by the palace 
of Ahab...” King Ahab’s major resi- 
dence was in Samaria, seven miles from 
Jezreel in central Palestine. Naboth’s 
vineyard was probably on a slope ad- 
joining another royal palace in Jezreel. 
The proximity of vineyard to palace 
is the immediate occasion of the drama 
soon to be enacted. 


Verse 2—“Ahab spake unto Naboth 
. . « Give me thy vineyard, that I may 
have it for a garden ...I will give thee 
for it a better vineyard than it; or... 
I will give thee the worth of it in 
money.” Israel was momentarily at 
peace. Her king had leisure to enlarge 
and beautify his various properties. His 
double offer to Naboth seems reason- 
able, but for the inalienable law of 
property in Israel. 


Verse 3.—“Naboth said to Ahab, the 
Lord forbid . . . that I should give the 
inheritance of my fathers unto thee.” 
Naboth was not surly or churlish. Even 
a request delivered in person by his 
king could not make him disregard the 
laws of God. (Study Lev. 25:23; Ezek. 
46:18.) Apparently Naboth was among 
the 7,000 who had not bowed the knee 
to Baal. 


Verse 4—“Ahab came into his house 
heavy and displeased ... he laid him 
down upon his bed, and turned away 
his face, and would eat no bread.” The 
king’s wickedness had been previously 
revealed. ‘ Now his childish weakness 
comes into view. Denied the “toy” he 
coveted, he sulks and frets. 


Verse 5.—“But Jezebel his wife came 
to him, and said ... Why is thy spirit 
so sad, that thou eatest no bread?” 
This unspeakably ruthless and wicked 





in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither 
he is gone down to possess it. 

19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the 
Lorp, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And thou 
shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the Lorp, In the 
place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick 
thy blood, even thine. 

20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine 
enemy? And he answered, I have found thee: because thou 
hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lorp. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 


woman, daughter of the king of Tyre 
and idolatrous leader of the pagan cult 
of Baal, was stronger than her husband. 
Ahab’s sulking was not in vain. It at 
least drew attention to the fact that he 
was unhappy! 


Verse 6.—“He said unto her, Because 
I spake unto Naboth .. . Give me thy 
vineyard for money; or ...I will give 
thee another vineyard for it: and he 
answered, I will not give thee my vine- 
yard.” What mean, despicable child- 
ishness! His request had been denied. 
What did he care that the denial was 
grounded in the laws of God? He had 
not had his way. He would pout sul- 
lenly until his stronger if not “better” 
half came to his rescue! Was the man 
after all a mouse? 


Verse 7.—“Jezebel his wife said... 
Dost thou now govern the kingdom of 
Israel? arise, and eat... let thine heart 
be merry ...I will give thee the vine- 
yard of Naboth ...” Assert yourself, 
man. After all, are you not king? 
Mingled rebuke and encouragement are 
in the queen’s tone. Note: she prom- 
ises, not to buy or exchange Naboth’s 
vineyard, but to give-it to her husband.* 
Her wicked but inventive mind works 
quickly. Her scheme is clear: Na- 
both must be eliminated. Think this 
through: “Rejoice, husband of mine, a 
dastardly murder is about to be com- 
mitted!” What depths of degradation! 


Verse 17.—“The word of the Lord 
came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying.” 
Elijah is called the “Tishbite” probably 
because he came from a town Thisbe, 
eastward of Samaria. He was in the 
wilderness when the message from God 
reached him (cf. 1 Kings 18:1). Called 
of the Lord and separated unto Him, 
he was a prepared recipient for a di- 
vine revelation! 
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Verse 18.—“Arise, go . .. meet Ahab 

. he is in the vineyard of Naboth... 
The 
wicked king had come in person to 
take over his ill-gotten property. The 
prophet would catch him at the very 
scene of his crime. 

Verse 19—“Thou shalt speak unto 
him... Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou 
killed, and also taken possession? . . 
In the place where dogs licked the 
blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy 
blood .. .” Ahab was to be accused of 
his double offense and warned of his 
coming doom. The “place” means not 
the identical geographical location, but 
the spot outside a city where executions 
usually occurred (cf. 1 Kings 21:13 


with 22:38). 
Verse 20.—‘Ahab said to Elijah, Hast 
thou found me, O mine enemy? ... he 


answered, I have found thee .~ . thou 
hast sold thyself to work evil in the 
sight of the Lord.” Compare 1 Kings 
18:17. Ahab, not Elijah, was the 
“troubler” of Israel. . His real “enemy” 
was not the prophet, but his own 
warped conscience. Elijah had not only 
found him but also found him out. 
The king’s sin may have, appeared 
smart to men; but it was evil in the 
eyes of God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The’ writer of 1 Kings is careful to 
remind us that Ahab was in a class by 
himself when it came to wickedness 
and idolatry. “But there was none 
like unto Ahab, which did sell himself 
to work wickedness . . . he did very 


abominably in following idols...” (1 
Kings 21: 25, 26). 
Of the Ten Commandments, Ahab 


broke at least five. He was guilty of 
making and worshiping graven images, 
of coveting, of instigating false witness 
and murder, and of stealing. How 
many of the other commandments he 
shattered is not known! 

The lesson emphasizes three basic 
truths. 

First, the potential wickedness of the 
human heart. When strange idols oc- 


‘cupy the throne of the soul and the 


inhibitions of the Lord are removed, 
there is no limit to the violence and 
deceit which may follow. By nature 
man is no beautiful flower growing in 
a garden of love, needing only the water 
of education and the sunlight of cul- 
ture! The natural man is a weed that 
heeds to be killed and reborn by the 
miracle of regeneration! 

Second, the certainty of divine judg- 
ment. The Almighty will not perma- 
nently tolerate crime. Naboth perished. 
But so would his royal murderer. 
Not even a king may ignore the laws 
of God with impunity, nor expect that 
his evil deeds will be undetected and 
unpunished. God is no. respecter of 
Persons. His laws are just and His 
will inflexible. A soldier drew his bow 
“at a venture.” But the arrow flew 
inexorably to its target and Ahab per- 
ished. 

Third, the courage of dedicated men 
of God. . Allow your heart to thrill 
at the sheer boldness of Elijah and 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


9. May 31.—Elijah, God’s 
Warrior. ............ 1 Kings 16:29 to 19:21 


Next Week’S Lesson 


11. June 14.—Elisha and 


Naaman, 2 Kings 5 











then of Micaiah. They were not over- 
whelmed by Ahab’s regal prestige, nor 
by the criticism of false prophets, nor 
by the danger of possible reprisal. 
They walked with God and spoke for 
God. They were imperturbable in the 
presence of wicked, even hostile men. 
Their names are inscribed in the roster 
of brave heroes of faith. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The denunciation deserved (1 Kings 


21: 1-16). 

2. The denunciation pronounced (vv. 
18-24). 

3. The denunciation fulfilled (v. 25 to 
22: 40). 


Topics for Development 

The power of a minority. Elijah 
and Micaiah were not afraid to stand 
alone. Their supreme desire was to do 
the will of God and declare the word 
of God. Priests of Baal might oppose 
them; false prophets might contradict 
them; rulers might despise them; but, 
firm and unyielding, they proclaimed 
the message of the Lord. A minority 
of one becomes a majority if God is on 
its side. 

Might often seems to make right. 
But the course of history has often 
been changed by the resolute perse- 
verance of minority groups that took 
their orders, not from men but from 
God. An Athanasius at Nicaea, a Lu- 
ther at Worms, a Knox in Scotland— 
thank God for devoted men who were 
right although at first outnumbered. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT sin on Ahab’s part preceded 
the death of Naboth, and the seiz- 
ing of.his vineyard? 

2. Why would Naboth not sell his 
vineyard to the king? | 

3. How did Ahab exhibit his mean, 
weak, childish character? 

4. What five Commandments do we 
know that Ahab broke? 

5. What three dire penalties did Eli- 
jah announce in connection with Ahab’s 
crime? 

6. What revelation of divine grace 
is seen even in this grim passage? 

7. What was the numerical size of 
the prophetic majority which opposed 
Micaiah? 

8. Whence did Micaiah receive his 
prophetic orders? 

9. How was Micaiah rewarded (by 
men) for his faithfulness to God? 

10. How was Elijah’s prophecy con- 
cerning Ahab’s death fulfilled? ' 


(Answers on page 409) 
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Practical Applications 

Ahab first coveted, then killed and 
stole. The secret thoughts of the heart 
are the springs whence the stream of 
conduct flows. Keep your innermost 
desires yielded to the Holy Spirit. 

Sulking is without excuse, whether 
it be Ahab in his bed, a child in his 
nursery, or a believer in his frustrated 
ambitions! The Lord knows what is 
best. He withholds as well as bestows. 

Naboth’s fellow citizens were “men 
pleasers.” Ignoring the laws of God 
they slew their compatriot to satisfy 
the whims of a wicked king. When the 
pressure of men defies the will of God, 
resist it. 

The disobedient prophets put on a 
fine religious show (cf. 1 Kings 22:6, 
11, 12). Error often masquerades be- 
hind ceremonialism. Better trust the 
word of a man of God than the shout- 
ings of an impressive, but mistaken 

multitude. 

Thank God for men of character, 
consecration, and courage who dare to 
lift up their voices against sin wherever 
and whenever it is found. 


Golden Text 

Jer. 22:13—“Woe unto him _ that 
buildeth his house by unrighteousness.” 
One may disregard the laws of God, 
deal unjustly with his neighbor, and 
momentarily seem to prosper. But he 
will meet an evil end, perhaps not in 
this life, yet most assuredly when he 
stands before the great white throne 
of God. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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From the Platform - 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“O Worship the King” 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” 
“Come, Every Soul by Sin Oppressed” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We 
thank Thee, O God, that Thou art the 
enemy of our sin because Thou art the 
lover of our soul and all souls. Help 
us to see we are our own worst énemies 
when we sin. Show us in this lesson 
the deceitfulness of sin, its folly, and 
its wickedness. We thank Thee for all 
faithful messengers of Thine by whom 
our sins are rebuked and ask Thee to 
help us to respond with repentance 
and amendment. Make us to abhor 
more and more all evil thought and in- 
tent. Guard us from every snare of 
Satan. Keep us from sinning against 
Thee and lead us into the riches of Thy 
grace and power to save more. and 
more. Stay the rising tide of wicked- 
ness in our land and may the power of 
Christ be at work in all lands to bring 
sinners to repentance and a new life. 
We ask these mercies in the name of 
Thy dear Son. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Jezebel had car- 
ried through her wicked scheme to 
put Naboth’s vineyard into Ahab’s pos- 
session and Ahab had entered the piece 
of ground to take it over when Elijah 
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appeared, God’s spokesman to denounce 
the treachery that had taken place. 
“Hast thou found me, O mine enemy?” 
exclaims the startled Ahab. His con- 
science spoke in that word “enemy.” 
He had been telling himself that he 
had done nothing to Naboth and if there 
had been some treachery done by 
others, it could not be helped now and 
he might as well take over. He had 
net dared to scheme the murder of 
Naboth, but he was willing to profit by 
the treachery of others. Have we ever 
held back from some wickedness, afraid 
or ashamed to take part, only to share 
the fruitage when some bolder sinners 
_ BOTH DARING 


ND TIMID SINNERS 


RE GUILTY BEFORE GOD 














have done the evil thing? Knowingly 
and willingly to enjoy the fruits of 
others’ sin is to share in their guilt. 
Ahab had allowed Jezebel to use his 
seal. He knew some evil was being 
plotted, but he closed his eyes to it. In 
the presence of God’s servant, however, 
he knows he shares the guilt of Na- 
both’s murder and his startled sense 
of guilt makes him call Elijah his en- 
emy. 

When the preacher’s words find their 
mark we dislike him! When God’s 
Word convicts us, the preacher who is 
God’s spokesman becomes our enemy 
and we vow we will never listen to him 
again. He disturbs our peace of mind! 
But it is God, not the preacher, who 
has brought home to us our sin, and 
until we repent we shall not find peace 
again. Peace for the sinner is not 
found by dodging God’s accusations, 
nor in calling the preacher names. It 
is only found in obeying the call to re- 
pent and sin no more. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord 
forbid it me...” (1 Kings 21:3).—Na- 
both is an outstanding example of loy- 
alty to God and His Word. When his 
king, Ahab, expressed a desire for his 
vineyard, and offered to pay for it or 
make a trade, Naboth had no difficulty 
making up his mind what to do. A 
passage of Scripture made up his mind 
for him, so to speak. 

When God said the land was never 
to be sold (Lev. 25:23); Naboth refused 
to sell. The expressed will of the Lord 
was an end of the matter. 

Naboth did not say to himself, “I 
can ask a high price for the vineyard, 
and the king will gladly pay it.” Or, 
“IT can select a far more valuable piece 
of property in exchange for it.” How 
easily decisions are made when there 
is loyalty to the Word of God! 

Maltbie Babcock said: “Loyalty to 
God is alone fundamental. Feelings, 
words, deeds must be beads strung on 
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the string of duty. Let the world tell 
you in a hundred ways what your life 
is for. Say you ever and only, ‘Lo, I 
come to do thy will, O God.’ Out of 
that dutiful root grows the beautiful 
life, the life radically and radiantly 
true to God—the only life that can be 
lived in both worlds.” 

There is an interesting item in the 
February number of the Chosen People 
magazine regarding the sale of real 
estate in Israel today. 

Representatives of the Jewish Na- 
tional Fund, and of the Israeli Govern- 
ment decided in conference that the 
ninety per cent of the land area which 
is owned by them shall never be sold. 
It shall remain the inalienable property 
of the Jewish people in perpetuity! 

“And he laid him down . and 
turned away his face, and would eat 
no bread” (1 Kings 21:4).—It is inex- 
cusable for a king—especially' a king 
of Israel—to sulk. It was Ahab’s re- 
sponsibility to make a copy of the Law, 
and to daily read therein (Deut. 17: 
18-20); hence he should have known 
that Naboth was Scripturally forbid- 
den to sell him that vineyard. In 
fact, he should not have asked him to 
do it in the first place (Num. 36:9). 

Beware of discontent; for it is, as 
Matthew Henry says, “a sin that is 
its own punishment and makes men 
torment themselves; it makes the spirit 
sad, the body sick, and all the enjoy- 
ments to sour; it is the heaviness of 
the heart and the rottenness of the 
bones.” 

“...I will give thee the vineyard of 
Naboth .. .” (1 Kings 21:7).—Jezebel, 
“this cursed woman” (2 Kings 9:34), 
laughed scornfully at her husband’s 
peevishness over something which 
seemed of no importance to her. It 
did not take her long to plot the mar- 
tyrdom of Naboth! A fast was to be 
proclaimed at which he was to be “set 
on high.” Two false witnesses were to 
charge him with blasphemy and trea- 
son; after which he.was to be killed. 

These wicked proceedings were to 
have a religious flavor; for although 
Jezebel -was a worshiper of Baal, she 
could mention the name of God when 
it served her purpose (v. 10). She 
lacked the honesty of Frederick the 
Great. When he was about to declare 
war, on one occasion, he instructed his 
secretary to write the proclamation; 
and when the secretary began to write: 
“Whereas in the providence of God” 
etc. etc., Frederick thundered: “Stop 
that lying; simply say: ‘Frederick wants 
more land.’ ” 

It is no marvel that the Spirit of 
God uses that wicked woman as a 
symbol of a corrupt religious system, 
energized by Satan to wield secular 
power in the accomplishing of its evil 
purpose (Rev. 2:20). 


“Arise, go down to meet Ahab... he 
is in the vineyard of Naboth.. .” (1 
Kings 21:18).—The eyes of the Lord, 
which “run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth,” saw all that went on and 
commissioned Elijah to go and pro- 
nounce woe, aS our memory text says, 
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“unto him that buildeth his house by 
unrighteousness, and his chambers by 
wrong” (Jer. 22:13). Naboth is a pic. 
ture of the Lord Jesus, who was given 
a mock trial at which two false wit- 
nesses perjured themselves (Matt. 26: 
60). Our Lord was falsely charged 
with blasphemy (26:65) and _ treason 
(John 19:12). He was taken outside 
the gate and slain. 

“There are five parties to this 
tragedy,” says Dr. Graham Scroggie, 
“Naboth, Ahab, Jezebel, the elders, and 
the witnesses. The king was selfish 
and weak; the queen resourceful and 
wicked; the elders were nerveless and 
corrupt; and witnesses were liars and 
murderers.” 


“.. . thou hast sold thyself to work 
evil .. .” (1 Kings 21:20).—There are 
many today, sorry to say, who are 
selling themselves for a godless friend- 
ship, a selfish aim, a fleeting trifle, an 
empty name. They are selling them- 
selves in the mart of science, in the 
seat of power, at the shrine of fortune, 
or in pleasure’s bower! 

What a contrast they are to those 
who are selling out to the Lord Jesus 
Christ! 


Wawona, CALir. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Inaccurate Mottoes—Woe unto him 

that buildeth his house by unrighteous- 
ness (Jer. 22:13, Golden Text). In the 
beginning of my ministry I visited 
many homes and noticed upon the walls 
the motto, “Christ is the head of this 
house.” On more than one occasion I 
was conscious that this lovely sentiment 
was a lie. Christ was not the head of 
that house. He was not even a part of 
it. The motto had been placed there by 
godly parents and had not been re- 
moved. It told the truth once; it was 


not telling the truth now. How true are 


those words of Psalm 127:1: “Except the 
Lord build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it.” The homemaker 
may be the best cook in town; she may 
be raising her children by the very 
latest methods, but unless the Lord is 
the head of that house, and Christian 
character is developed daily, she is not 
fulfilling her duty as a mother.—From 
the Expositor. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Greed’s High Price—And Ahab spake 
unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vine- 
yard, that I may have it for a garden of 
herbs (1 Kings 21:2). Years ago 
some men went to Alaska, seeking gold. 
They went far into the interior. One 
day they came upon a miner’s hut. It 
seemed to be as quiet as the grave. En- 
tering the hut, they found the skeletons 
of two men, and a large quantity of 
gold. On a rough table in the hut was 4 
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letter. It told about their successful 
hunt for gold. When they found the 
gold, they were so eager to get it that 
they forgot about the early coming of 
winter. Each day, they found more 
gold. The fall passed by, winter ap- 
proached. One morning the men awoke 
to find a great snowstorm upon them. 
for days the snow fell. It became 
deeper and deeper. Soon, there was no 
hope of escape. All the food was used 
up. Then the men lay down and died 
in the midst of their gold! The two 
miners had coveted gold. Their only 
thought was to get more gold. They 
forgot to provide for the coming of the 
winter in that far northland. Today, 
there are many who covet gold and the 
perishing things of this world. They 
want money, houses, and lands. They 
forget to prepare for Heaven. How 
foolish it is to covet the things which 
perish and pass away! How foolish it is 
to live for this world and forget to pre- 
pare for the coming world!—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Naboth’s Avenger.—The Lord forbid 
it me, that I should give the inheritance 
of my fathers unto thee (1 Kings 21: 
3). Naboth would not disobey the 
Lord’s commandment in Leviticus 25:23 
for considerations of money, or a better 
vineyard, or even because of personal 
risk or risk to his family. But Ahab 
would sell himself for the sake of an- 
other man’s vineyard; and kingly dig- 
nity, honor, or justice did not restrain 
him. Jezebel was mistaken when she 
said, “Naboth is not alive, but dead.” 
His spirit left his poor, wronged, bat- 
tered body to return to God who gave 
it, and he still lives with Christ. The 
God he honored with obedience and 
trust took up his cause and avenged his 
wrongs. It is well for tyrants to re- 
Member that God says, “Vengeance is 
mine; I will repay.”—Sent by Elisabeth 


Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Cure for Covetousness.—And 
Ahab came into his house heavy and dis- 
pleased because of the word which Na- 
both the Jezreelite had spoken to him: 
for he had said, I will not give thee the 
inheritance of my fathers. And he laid 
him down upon his bed, and turned 
away his face, and would eat no bread 
(1 Kings 21:4). An aged priest once 
said that of the thousands oZ sins that 
had been confessed to him, no one had 
ever confessed the sin of covetousness. 
Still, behind most of our overt, wicked 
acts lies this sin of desiring to have 
those things which do not belong to us. 
In the case of Ahab, this desire led to 
murder in order to obtain a vineyard 
which already belonged to someone else. 
Today we see the effects of coveting, as 
men even in high places are willing to 
sell their honor for material gain. 
Sometimes’ we wonder if there is any 
way to stem the tide of moral disinte- 
gration among our people. The Word of 
God, which points out the malady of 
Covetousness, also proclaims its cure. 
‘Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind, is stayed on thee: because 








he trusteth in thee” (Isa. 26:3).—From 
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the Garden of Prayer. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Power of a Sneer.—Dost thou now 
govern the kingdom of Israel? (1 Kings 
21:7.) Jezebel began with a _ taunt. 
“You the king of Israel, and permit the 
scruples of a man to stand in the way of 
your own desire!” Scorn is a terrible 
weapon. Many boys and young men 
are sneered out of the right path. “You 
tied to your mother’s apron strings! 
You keep on reading that old Bible! 
You afraid to take a drink!” Ahab had 
not the courage to answer: “Yes, Iam a 
king, but might does not make right. I 
must not sin against the Lord.” Many 
boys and young men also lack courage, 
when sneered at, to reply: “Yes, I am 
afraid to dishonor my mother or disre- 
gard her command. I am afraid to 
despise my Bible and throw away my 
religion, and go against my conscience. I 
am afraid to drink and enjoy forbidden 
pleasures.” This is the only and manly 
way to'meet such taunts and scorn. It 
requires heroism; but when one’s soul 
is at stake it is an occasion for sublime 
heroism. To be laughed out of ‘con- 
science is to be laughed out of Heaven 
in the end—Condensed from J. R. 
Miller, D.D., in “Devotional Hours With 
the Bible.” Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Reaching for the Moon.—Thus saith 
the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also 
taken possession? (1 Kings 21:19.) 
If man should ever reach the moon, 
There’s one thing that is clear: 

He’ll ruin everything up there, 
Just as he has down here! 

With sin and crime, with lust and greed, 
He’s got enough to do— 

To clean the mess he’s made on earth, 
And you know that is true! 


The sickness and the want and fear, 
The broken hearts and shame, 

And hungry millions cry each day, 
And man is all to blame; 

I think we better set our sights 
Above the moon and space, 

And let’s explore eternity, 
While there is time and grace. 


It’s not the mogn we need to reach, 
It’s God who put it there; 

The One who went to Calvary, 
A rugged cross to bear; 

For sins of men with wicked hearts, 
He died one afternoon; 

With faith in Him you'll have no fear 
If man should reach the moon! 

—From Walt Huntly, in Now. Sent by 


M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Three Will Know.—I have found thee: 
because thou hast sold thyself to work 
evil in the sight of the Lord (1 Kings 21: 
20). A Chinese convert, newly brought 
to the faith, was being: tempted by one 
of his countrymen to cheat. Upon his 
refusal, his tempter asked why. “Be- 
cause three will know that I cheated,” 
replied the native Christian.. “You will 
know, and I will know, and Heaven will 
know.” And this applies to all lands 
and all people. “All things are naked 
and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do” (Heb. 4:13).— 
From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


py 
Please pray for the contributors and 


staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, King Ahab broke the 
Sixth, Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth 
Commandments in one series. He mur- 
dered, he stole, he lied, and he coveted; ’ 
and the Tenth Commandment was his 
undoing for the entire series. : 
Covetousness lies at the base of 
breaking the Sixth to Tenth Command- 
ments, inclusive. If we could keep free 
of covetousness we could come much 
nearer to a clean record. Ahab coveted 
Naboth’s vineyard, and although Jeze- 
bel, his wicked queen, devised and 
directed the murderous scheme by 
which he might come into possession 
of it, there can be no doubt but that 
Ahab was fully aware of her actions 
and therefore was as guilty as she. 
God used Elijah to face Ahab with 
his great sin and to pronounce judg- 
ment; it was by no means an easy task, 
but Elijah measured up to it and he 
“pulled no punches.” Elijah had over- 
come his fear of Jezebel, shown in last 
week’s lesson. The “still small voice” 
which had come to him in the moun- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





4 Prophet Denounces 
Corruption 
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tain had restored his faith in God, and 
made him again the fearless prophet 
he had been on Mount Carmel when 
he faced and overcame 450 prophets 
of Baal and 400 other false prophets. 
The story of Elijah clearly shows us 
two vital facts: first, “All things are 
possible with God,” and when God’s 
servants trust Him and act in faith, mir- 
acles will be worked. Second, the best 
of God’s servants can be very miserable, 
fearing failure, when they begin to 
doubt God and look only upon them- 
selves. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


A King Who Wanted a Vineyard 
(1 Kings 21:1-4, 7, 16-18, 20) 


O YOU have a summer home or 

camp away from the heat of the 
city? Does your father keep making 
changes around it so it will be more 
pleasant? King Ahab and Queen Jez- 
ebel had a summer palace in Jezreel 
away from the heat of the capital city, 
Samaria. (Map.) Jezreel was cooler, 
shaded by a tall mountain, and had 
beautiful views across the valleys to 
the mountains north and east. How- 
ever, Ahab was thinking of improve- 
ments that could be made to make his 
palace even nicer. There was that 
vineyard right next to it, only a field 
of grape vines. What a lovely garden 
that would make—vegetables, flowers, 
fruit trees! He must have it! So he 
went to Naboth, the owners Jerry and 
Sam wiil give us the conversation be- 
tween king and owner (1 Kings 21:2, 
3). 

Was Naboth selfish in not being will- 
ing to sell to the king? How different 
their laws were from ours! God’s own 
command had been that land should 
not be sold out of the family—just 
rented for a time—never sold or given 
to another tribe (Lev. 25:23; Num. 36: 
7-9). In Israel even a king did not 
dare take it away. But even a king 
could sulk and pout and be cross be- 
cause he could not have what he 
wanted! He acted very much like a 
spoiled child! Read it, but do not ever 
act that way (1 Kings 21:4). Queen 
Jezebel, you remember, came from a 
heathen country and did not have any 
respect for the Lord God or His rules. 
Up in her country what a king wanted 
he took. So listen to her now. Diana 
and Herbert will read the queen’s and 
king’s words as they talk it over (vv. 
5-7). : 

Then the queen went into action. 
Letters went to the officers of the city, 
letters with the king’s seal and the 
king’s name, to call a meeting, accuse 
Naboth of cursing God and the king, 
hire two witnesses to testify that he 
did, sentence him, and stone him to 
death. And those officers, knowing how 
wrong it was, did just as they were 
ordered. It was over so quickly, and 
‘Naboth was dead. Why did not God 
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save him? We do not know. But God 
knew what was happening. He sent 
Elijah to that vineyard just as Ahab 
arrived to take it over! (Teacher read 
to the class the conversation between 
the two, beginning with v. 20, then go 
back to the words of the message in v. 
19, then on to vv. 23, 24.) 

That made an impression even on 
Ahab! He showed his sorrow and his 
humbleness before God in the ways of 
those days. (Read v. 27.) Would God 
forgive such a bad king? (Read vv. 
28, 29.) But the wicked Jezebel never 
changed her ways, and the Bible tells 
how the punishment came true on her. 

It does make a difference what you 
do! Whether a boy or a king—whether 
a girl or a queen! “Cease to do evil; 
learn to do well,” another prophet 
warned king and people in the kingdom 
to the south (Isa. 1:16, 17, Memory 
Verse). Perhaps your parents and your 
Sunday school teacher are your proph- 
ets saying, “Stop! ... Learn!” (Make 
reference to some needed warning.) 
How precious is the promise in the 
néxt verse! (Read v. 18.) 

What a difference there was in Elijah 
from the discouraged prophet we left 
last week! I wonder if he knew the 
song that David wrote when he was 
afraid, and yet not afraid, Psalm 27. 
Can you say the three verses we have 
learned? Do you use them to keep 
up your courage and faith when you 
are lonesome or discouraged or afraid, 
and then go back to the same hard 
thing as brave and unafraid as Elijah? 

Do you know the strange, wonderful 
way God took faithful Elijah to 
Heaven? (2 Kings 2:1, 11, 12.) 


Orono, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 


By. Vivian D. Gunderson 


OR the benefit of those interested 

in having your class of girls pub- 
lish a paper for your Sunday school, 
here are the features in ours: In ad- 
dition to the news items, which are pub- 
lished in this column, different girls 
accepted different responsibilities for the 
paper, such as to: (1) draw a cover 
picture; (2) furnish an item which 
sheds further light on one of the les- 
sons—for example, information gotten 
from “Halley’s Bible Handbook”; (3) 
get from some adult in our church the 
story of his conversion; (4) get a testi- 
mony from one of our young people; 
(5) prepare a brief summary of the 
sermons given during the month; (6) 
prepare a write-up of local news; (7) 
prepare a Bible quiz. 

We intended this to be a monthly 
production, but as’ yet have put out 
only one issue. It may become a bi- 
monthly, but we plan to continue it as 
long as the girls are interested and 
the congregation appreciative. We hope 
it will make the Bible more real and 
interesting to our readers. 





Our memory verse for today on the 








“Sin” card is a solemn one: “The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and 
all the nations that forget God” (Psa, 
9:17). 

Only one news item this morning! 
Let us have it now, please. 


ELIJAH Fep BY RAVENS 
After Elijah gave God’s message to 

King Ahab, he went and hid by a 

brook. God told him to go there, 

All the time he was there, God sent 

ravens to bring him food every night 

and every morning. The ravens al- 
ways came, but the brook dried up 
because there was no rain. Then 

God told Elijah to go to another 

country to hide, where a widow 

would take care of him. This story 
shows that God always takes care of 

His people—Beverly. 

Thank you, Beverly! Here are sug- 
gestions for next time: (1) An Angel 
Cares for Elijah—1 Kings 19:1-8; (2) 
Elijah on Mt. Horeb—1 Kings 19:9-18; 

(3) Call of Elisha—1 Kings 19: 19-21; 
(4) King Gets Naboth’s Vineyard—1 
Kings 21:1-16; (5) Elijah Rebukes Ahab 
—1 Kings 21: 17-29. 

Beverly’s news item tells something 
that happened to Elijah between the 
first time God sent him to rebuke 
King Ahab, and the contest on the 
mountain. On Mt. Carmel Ahab saw 
the great burst of fire sent by God in 
answer to Elijah’s prayer. He saw the 
people fall on their faces. and heard 
them shout, “The Lord, he is the God.” 
Following that, Ahab saw the rain God 
sent in answer to Elijah’s prayer. All 
these proofs should have turned his heart 
to the Lord. But he would not repent. 

Let us read 1 Kings 21:1-3. Ahab 
wanted Naboth’s vineyard, because it 
was near his palace. But Naboth was 
right in refusing to sell it, because 
God’s Law forbade this (Deut.- 36:7). 
Naboth preferred the king’s displeasure 
to disobeying the Lord. Was he wise? 
He has been in Heaven for hundreds of 
years now, and if we could ask him, he 
would say that he is glad indeed that 
he decided to obey God at any cost. 

Read 1 Kings 21:4. Ahab acted like 
a spoiled child. Read verses 5-14. How 
wicked Jezebel was! And Ahab was 
to blame, too, because when she said 
she would get it for him, he did not 
ask how she would do this. Even if 
he did not know of the plot, he must 
have known that his wife was both 
deceitful and cruel. He allowed her 
to get the vineyard for him, regardless 
of how she did it. 

Read 1 Kings 21:15, 16. Still Ahab 
did not ask the cause of Naboth’s death, 
but went at once to see just how he 
would use Naboth’s land for himself. 

Once more Elijah was sent with a 
message to Ahab, and this time with 
the most terrible one of all. You re- 
member that Jezebel had threatened 

his life after that great contest on Mt. 
Carmel. But at God’s command, 

went back to meet the king. Read 
verses 17-19. Elijah dared to say to 
Ahab that in the very place where Na- 
both was killed, dogs would lick up his 
blood. What did Ahab say to him in 
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lesson for June 7 


yerse 20? Read Elijah’s answer in the 
game verse. 

Elijah was not the king’s enemy. He 
had proved that by running ahead of 
his chariot all the way from Mt. Carmel 
to Jezreel. But God hates sin, so His 
servant Elijah hated sin, too. Ahab 
and Jezebel had done great wickedness, 
so deserved the fate that God said 
would overtake them. 

Read verse 23. What a horrible end 
for a queen to face! But not more 
horrible than she deserved! And worse 
was to follow, for God has said, “The 
wicked shall be turned into hell” (Psa. 
9:17). 

Undoubtedly Jezebel went to hell, 
and I fear Ahab did, too. But their 
wickedness to Naboth took him sooner 
to Paradise. The fact that he pre- 
ferred the displeasure of the wicked 
tulers of Israel to disobedience to the 
Lord proves that Naboth was a man of 
God. 
And what shall we say of the Prophet 
Elijah? He has the honor of having 
been one of the bravest and most in- 
teresting of all God’s prophets! 

This quarter we are using the Scripture 
Oatechism card, “Sin,’’ 20c a dozen, and Emmy 
Lou Murphy’s purple silhouettes, “Kings of 


Judah and Israel,” 75c set of 16. May be ob- 
tained from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


E ALL like to get new things. 

And if we have our minds made 
up that we want some particular thing, 
we are not completely happy until we 
get it. Suppose, for example, that we 
want a bicycle. There are four ways 
in which we might be able to get it. 
(1) Someone might give it to us as a 
gift. (2) We might buy it with our own 
money. (3) If we are smart enough, we 
might be able to make it. Any of these 
ways are perfectly good ways to get 
hew things. There is yet another way 
that we can get the thing we want—a 
way which is a very wrong and, there- 
fore, sinful way of getting something: 
(4) we could steal it. Stealing is al- 
Ways a sin. Stealing, like all other sin, 
will always be punished. Punishment 
might be delayed in coming, but pun- 
ishment there will be for any sin—and 
that includes stealing. 
King Ahab was not a good king. He 
was a king of the long ago—a, king who 
Caused God’s people to sin. He himself 
led them in worshiping false, make- 
believe gods. He was more wicked in 
God’s sight than all of the kings who 
reigned before him. God hates sin— 
oh, how He hates it! 
King Ahab, the Bible tells us, wanted 
a vineyard that was near his palace. 
He knew who owned the vineyard. 
He knew that the land would not be 
8iven to him as a gift. So he decided 
that he would buy it. He did not send 
Messengers. He went himself to see 
the owner of the land—Naboth. “I 








in 





want your vineyard,” King Ahab told 
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Naboth. “I would like to grow little 
plants (herbs) in it. I want it because 
it is near my house. In exchange, I 
will give you a better vineyard than 
this one. Or, if you prefer, I will pay 
you for this vineyard.” 

Naboth knew and loved God. He 
knew that God had commanded that 
the land He had given to His people 
was not to be sold or exchanged (Lev. 
25:23). Boldly he replied to his king, 
“The Lord has forbidden me to let you 
have this land.” How courageous Na- 
both was! He knew what God had 
commanded. He obeyed his God. 

If he had been the kind of king that 
‘he should have been, Ahab would have 
been happy to have found a man who 
obeyed the command of God. Instead 
he went home and pouted. He went 
straight to bed and would not even eat 
any supper! His wife, Queen Jezebel, 
wanted to know, “Why are you so sad? 
Why won’t you eat?” 

“I went to see our neighbor, Naboth, 
and asked him to sell me his vineyard 
or else to let me give him another one 
in exchange for it. But~he refused. 
And I want that vineyard.” Ahab 
acted worse than a spoiled child! 

“What kind of king are you?” his 
wife demanded. “You are in charge of 
things and of people. Why don’t you 
make them do what you say?” Then, 
trying to comfort him, she added, “Now 
get up. Eat some supper. Be happy. 
I will see to it that you get the vine- 
yard that you want.” 

So Queen Jezebel wrote letters to the 
leaders in the capital. She signed the 
king’s name to the letters and even 
put his seal on them! She commanded 
that the leaders invite some guests 
to honor Naboth. Oh, what a wicked, 
deceitful woman she was! When the 
people met together, expecting. to honor 
Naboth, two men got up and said that 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 405) 


1. Covetousness. 

2. Chiefly because of the Hebrew 
law of inheritance (cf. 1 Kings 21:3). 

3. He sulked in his bed (cf. v. 4). 

4. The Commandments relating to 
idolatry, coveting, false witness, mur- 
der, and theft. 

5. Dogs would lick Ahab’s blood; 
they would devour Jezebel; Ahab’s dy- 
nasty would come to an end (cf. vv. 
19-24). : 

6. When Ahab humbled himself the 
Lord postponed the disaster which 
would befall his house (cf. vv. 27-29). 

7. About four hundred prophets (cf. 
22:6). 

8. From the Word of the Lord (cf. 
v. 14). 

9. He was smitten on the cheek and 
thrust into prison (cf. vv. 24-27). 

10. The king was slain in battle against 
Syria; dogs licked his blood when his 
chariot was washed in the pool of Sa- 
maria (cf. vv. 34-38). 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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THE SECOND WATCH by Phyllis thompson 


“You have been making a lot of noise about what 
God can do,” said a dour soul to Harry Brown of 
Belfast, ‘but we’ll see what you have to say about 
it when you come back from China.” Harry came 
b and he had something to say, as this bio- 
graphical sketch records. 32-page pamphlet. 35c. 


CHINA INLAND MISSION BOOK DEPARTMENT 
237 West School Lane Philadelphia 44, Pa. 


TRI-STATE BIBLE CONFERENCE 
R.R. 1, Port Jervis, N.Y. 
“It's superfine for ‘59” 
Young People—ages 13 to 30 (June 20—July 4) 
Junior Camp—ages 8 to 12 (July 4—25) 
(July 25—Sept. 7) 
Send for your 1959 folder 
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The Most Complete Bible Catalog Published 
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SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


You to pray for the use of His great 
weapon against Communism, the Bible. 
We are now sending Bible study 
courses by mail to many lands. New 
requests received in every mail 

Africa. Will you pray? Please help us 
answer the appeals from so many seri- 
ous young people in so many lands. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 

















Naboth had cursed God and the king. 
The people did not know that the evil 
queen had arranged for these men to 
tell lies. So they believed the men. 
Poor Naboth probably never did have 
opportunity to tell the truth—or even 
if he did, they did not believe him. The 
punishment for cursing God and the 
king was death. So immediately they 
stoned Naboth and buried him. Oh, that 
wicked queen! 

When King Ahab learned that Naboth 
was dead, he went down and took the 
vineyard. But sin cannot be hid from 
God. Elijah, God’s prophet, told Ahab 
that because he had taken land that 
did not belong to him, because he had © 
been responsible for killing an inno- 
cent man, God would punish him and 
the queen. And God kept His word. 
And God still punishes those who sin! 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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Lilias Trotter 
(Continued from page 400) 


place, or a sentence of Arabic, nor had 
we a clue as to how to begin work on 
such untouched ground. We only knew 
we had to-come. If God needed weak- 
ness, He had it!” 

Lilias Trotter and her young women 
companions began work among the chil- 
dren and diligently studied Arabic. At 
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3040 W. Washington Blvd. 








NORTHERN BAPTIST 


Offers a BACHELOR OF ARTS degree in RELIGION 
For men and women interested in Christian training 


Majors in Religion (pre-ministerial) and Religious Education 
Courses in Education leading to teacher certification 
Secondary majors in English, History, Speech, Music 


FULLY ACCREDITED BY THE NORTH CENTRAL ASSOCIATION 
ECONOMICAL; WORK OPPORTUNITIES; APARTMENTS AVAILABLE 


Write for application today, to 
Dean of the Faculty 
NORTHERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
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. Chicago 12, Ill. 











times they were appalled by the fa- 
natical fervor of the people. “If the 
‘Woman’ of the book of Revelation rep- 
resents the idolatrous Roman Church,” 
writes Mrs. Stewart, “the ‘Beast’ may 
well be the Muslim power, the implac- 
able enemy of Christ, finally to be de- 
stroyed by the brightness of His com- 
ing. Let those who speak of Islam as 
a harmless—if not respectable—religion, 
go to live amongst it, and they will find, 
as these women did, moral filth, spells, 
sorceries and witchcrafts, and the very 
air impregnated with devilry. Miss 
Trotter describes a gathering of a sect 
—in reality devil worshippers—as. ‘un- 
speakably dreadful.’ ” 

There is an interesting side light on 
a chorus that has. become very popular 
in our own day. One of Lilias Trotter’s 
diary entries is as follows: “Yesterday 
I had a quiet day and went off to 
Pescade. I had four lovely hours buried 
in some great tufts of a pampas grass 
of some kind near the top of one of the 
gullies that.leads up from the shore to 
the hills.” Later she wrote, “Turn your 
soul’s full vision on Jesus and look and 
look at Him, and a strange dimness will 
come over all that is apart from Him, 
and the divine attrait by which God’s 
Saints are made, even in this twentieth 
century, will lay hold of you.” And 
Mrs. Stewart writes: “Mrs. Helen 
Howarth Lemmel reading these words 
set them to music in the chorus which 
has been sung around the world— 


“ ‘Turn yg eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in wonderful Face, 
And ae oe of earth 
In the light of His glory and grace.’” 


(To be continued) 
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Real and Counterfeit Victory 
(Continued from page 402) 


are from Satan, not from Christ; from 
our sinful nature, not from our “born 
again” nature. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ by the 
Holy Spirit works in our life to give us 


this victory, it is a miracle every time. 
If it is not a miracle, it is not victory. 
Yet that is the man who had said a few 
days before, “If you say that is true of 
you, I believe you; but it never could 
be true of me.” 

Yes, it can be true of anyone whom 
God has created. The Redeemer Christ 
can be our victory. It is not a matter 
of temperament or environment; it is 
a matter of Jesus Christ, and it is His 
grace that is sufficient. 

(To be continued) 
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A Vacation of a Lifetime 
in the Hawaiian Islands 


HOSE who are fortunate enough to 

be able to travel widely, with few 
exceptions, speak highly of a visit to 
Hawaii. This seems to be,a “must” 
with experienced travelers. Once again 
THE SunpDAY ScHoo.t TIMEs has arranged 
for a third tour to the Islands. It is 
scheduled to leave Chicago October 19 
and return thereto November 8. 

One who had read the Trues for 
years came along on one of these Ha- 
waiian tours, it being her eighth visit 
to the Islands, and when the tour was 
over she said that it had been the best 
tour of all. There are many reasons 
why this traveler made such a state- 
ment, as a review of the numerous ad- 
vantages of these tours will show. Here 
are some of these advantages: 

1. Under competent, friendly leader- 
ship, you will travel with a congenial 
group of Christian people. You will be 
pleased with the trip itself, and with 
the good fellowship. 

2. The tour will be during the ideal 
season to travel in the western United 
States and Hawaii, avoiding congestion 
and crowds, and taking advantage of 
lower prices wherever possible. You 
will see more, travel better, and pay 
less than on a midwinter and summer 
cruise to the Hawaiian Islands. 

3. The most modern railroad equip- 
ment will be used: the Vista-Dome 
North Coast Limited of the Burlington 
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and Northern Pacific Railroads west. 
bound, and the Santa Fe “Chief” east. 
bound. 

4. You will experience a variety of 
travel over the Pacific: strato-airliner 
to Honolulu from Seattle; and the mag- 
nificent S. S. Lurline of the Matson 
Navigation Company from Honolulu to 
San Francisco. 

5. You will live luxuriously in the 
Islands, part of the time at the famous 
Moana Hotel at Waikiki Beach, and 
part of the time at the Royal Hawaiian 
Hotel nearby, regarded by many as 
being one of the world’s best resort 
hotels. 

6. Your sight-seeing and educational 
program in Hawaii is the finest that can 
be planned, and includes comprehen- 
sive tours on the Islands of Oahu, 
Hawaii, and Kauai. 

7. A full day will be spent in Seattle, 
with sight-seeing, and two days in Los 
Angeles, also with sight-seeing. 

8. Devotional services before break- 
fast each day in the lovely Polynesian 
Room on the S. S. Lurline, with Bible 
studies by Mr. Jaeger, will add much 
to the spiritual fellowship. 

9. Freedom from care of luggage and 
tipping and the arranging of all details. 

10. New and lasting friendships made. 

An attractive folder, giving rates and 
all detailed information, may be had 
by writing to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The 
Sunday School Times Co., 325 North 
13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. Mr. and 
Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour 
throughout. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 7 


1. How To Rate on a Date 
(2 Tim. 2:22; 1 Thess. 4:4, 5; 1 Tim. 4:12) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
SERIES of four topics on “Dating 
and Marriage” begins with this 
week’s topic concerning dating. The 
series is intended to help Christian 
young people, who must encounter daily 
much that is of low standard, question- 
able, or even sordid and evil, and yet 
are to remain pure and clean, and who 
are to maintain at all times, without 
priggishness, a Christian conduct that 
will please and honor their Lord and 
Saviour. 
we 


God who made these bodies and na- 
tures of ours has so designed them that 
as we grow up we will seek and enjoy 
the company of those of the opposite 
sex. Dating is one of the ways in which 
this natural urge may be properly satis- 
fied. But Christian young people have a 
triple responsibility to keep this desire, 
and all other God-given desires, under 
the direction and control of the Giver. 
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Our first responsibility concerns our 
Lord. If we belong to Him, we are not 
our own, we are bought with a price, 
and we have an irrevocable obligation 
to glorify God in our bodies and in our 
spirits, which are God’s (1 Cor. 6:20). 
It is right here that some young people 
have difficulty. They are willing to 
trust God for salvation and for direction 
in many phases of their Christian lives, 
put they seem to be unable to believe 
that God is able and willing to provide 
their good times and their companions. 
They forget that “no good thing will he 
withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly” (Psa. 84:11), and “Thou wilt 
shew me the path of life: in thy pres- 
ence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore” (Psa. 
16:11). However, is it not reasonable 
that the One who made us should know 
what will give us real joy and lasting 
satisfaction? To seek His will.and to 
follow His direction in the matter of our 
pleasures and companions is not some 
nebulous idealism but a practical way 
of life. 

$e 


In dating we also have a responsibil- 
ity to the other one concerned in the 
date. As followers of Christ, we have 
no right to say, or de, or suggest, any- 
thing that would defile, or cheapen, or 
injure the mind or body of another. 
There is no place or excuse among 
Christian young people for the petting 
and kissing and promiscuity seen in 
those who are not followers of Christ. 
God’s Word plainly states that conform- 
ity to the world is enmity with God. 
Believers are to be transformed to His 
will (Rom. 12:2). The claim that 
“everyone else, even Christians, is doing 
it,” is no excuse. Even the stores place 
on “damaged goods” counters, at re- 
duced prices, articles. that have been 
spoiled by mauling and handling. If our 
dates are planned to provide recreation, 
or sports, or other occupations of mutual 
interest, trouble can often be avoided. 


se 


Consideration of the other person on a 
date should include thoughtfulness and 
courtesy at all times. One does not 
have to be “stuffy” to open a car door 
for another; or to refrain from tooting 
one’s, horn in front of the home of his 
date, instead of stepping out and ringing 
the bell; or being thoughtful about get- 
ting back home at a reasonable time or 
at the time promised to the parents. 
Christians, of all people, should give no 
offense (2 Tim. 2:22), for failure, even 
in what we may consider “small” things, 
casts discredit upon our Lord. 
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Christian responsibility to the other 
Person on a date should also prevent 
bragging of one’s “conquests,” giving 
impressions of friendship that are exag- 
gerated or not real, and from betraying 
Confidences. Naturalness, thoughtful- 
hess, and courtesy should be our watch- 
words, as in all things we seek to honor 
and glorify God (1 Cor. 10:31). 


. a 
Finally, we have a responsibility to 


others in general who may observe our 
dating. Young people frequently fail to 
recognize or consider the effect of the 
example they are setting for other 
young people. Your high standards 
may help to strengthen other young 
people who are not as well taught or as 
strong as you are in the Christian life. 
On the other hand, those who know that 
you profess to be a follower of Christ, 
and who see your inconsistent conduct, 
may be led to follow your example or to 
do worse. Even those who are not 
Christians are quick to see inconsisten- 
cies in'a Christian, and to justify, in 
their own minds, a rejection of Christ 
with the excuse, “I am as good as he [or 
she] is.” Only a humble, sincere obe- 
dience to Christ in all things and at all 
times will result in a true witness for 
Him. 
we 

A sincere love for our Lord will 
prompt us to seek our friendships 
among those who also love Him. This 
does not mean that we should ignore or 
be discourteous to those who are not 
Christians, but we need to recognize 
that intimate friendships with such ones 
can lead to no real good, but may be in- 
jurious (Amos 3:3; 2 Cor. 6:14; Jas. 1: 
24; 4:4). Certainly such friendships will 
create problems that may be painful or 
embarrassing. 
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One good principle to follow in dating 
is to avoid “going steady” until both in- 
dividuals are assured, from God’s lead- 
ing and from the responses of their own 
hearts, that they are to be life partners. 
Until they are sure about this, it is self- 
ish and often cruel to occupy the time of 
another person to a degree that in effect 
warns others to keep away. Cultivate 
a variety of friendships so that you may 
eventually make a wise selection of one 
whose tastes and ideals are similar to 
your own. 
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Some helpful booklets on this impor- 
tant matter of dating include: 
Christian Youth and Dating. By Ernest 


E. Lott. (Back to the Bible Publishers, 
Lincoln 1, Nebr., 15 cents each, 8 for $1.) 


Youth’s Courtship Problems. By Alfred 
L. Murray. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) 

Listen, Teenagers; Listen, Girls; Listen, 
Fellows. All by Charles F. Weigle. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
35 cents each.) 

Our Young People’s Purity Problem. Ln 
Robert C. McQuilkin. (Columbia Bible Col- 
lege, Columbia, S. C., 5 cents.) 


Youth’s Purity Problems. By Jack Wyrt- 
zen. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 25 cents.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Reprint of Two 
Editorials on Prayer 


WO years ago THE SuNnDAY SCHOOL 
y eee (June 15 and 22, 1957) pub- 
lished two leading editorials on “The 
Seven Wonders of Prayer,” by Dr. Ar- 
min R. Gesswein. His sevenfold theme 
was that prayer is worship, waiting on 
God, walking with God, work, warfare; 
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UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY 


. for Christian gospel radio script writer. Also, 
black and white promotional material. Real oppor- 
tunity to serve the Lord full time with nationally 
known Christian organization. Give past experi- 
ence, references and compensation. 


Write Adv. 895, The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





HELP WANTED 
Ass‘t. Sup’t. of faith gospel mission. Must be soul- 
winner with working knowledge of Bible, business 
and executive ability; able to supervise volunteer 

workers; spiritual and resourceful. 
Summarize Christian work, business experience, 
mg a and ¢ ded. Reply to Adv. 
900, The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., 

Philedetohis 5, Pa. 














WORKERS WANTED: full-time year-around 
man needed for Bible teaching and general school 
work in the South. Also woman who can type, teach 
Bible, and play piano. Both must have missionary 
spirit and proven ability to hold a job. Write: Adv. 
No. 905, The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 13th 
St., Phila. 5, Pa. , 





FARM VACATION For a restful vacation in 
a Christian farmhouse with conveniences, situated 
1,500 feet high in beautiful northeastern Pennsyl- 
vania, in commuting distance to the Montrose © Bible 
Conference and wit the listening area of diversi- 

fied daily Gospel programs by the Montrose station. 


rite to: 
FAIR MEADOW FARM 
355 East 68th St. New York 21, N. Y. 





TWO COUNSELORS, male or female, gol 
lege age, needed for Christian cam comps dren 6 

14, July 1st to Labor Day, in Blue Ridge py og 
Pennsy vania. Must know how to swim, and have 
some knowledge of Bible. Write: Maranatha 

ment Association, 2058 E. Somerset St., Philadel- 
phia 34, Pa: 





PEWS, PULPIT 2 CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2,PA.- CHICO, CAL. 











fulfills the will of God; is the school , 
where God teaches us His Word. 

These have now been reprinted in a 
30-page booklet by the Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., at 35 
cents per copy. 


ug 
Children at Home 


The Swallows 
By Polly Lou 


WANT to tell you about the 

swallows. When the time came for 
the barn swallows to return from the 
South, one family decided to build a 
nest under the roof of our porch. We 
found that we could stand indoors, with- 
out frightening the birds, and watch 
them build. 

The swallows would fly down to the 
brook nearby and bring a billfull of 
soft earth that looked like a round 
bead when they laid it down. They 
plastered mud over the porch beam to 
make it sticky. Then, with one mud 
bead after another, they built a fine 
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nest for themselves. Once in a while 
they would go and find some straw or 
a small stick and work it into the mud 
so that the nest would not fall apart. 
Indeed, the swallows know all about 
building adobe houses. Where did they 
learn to do this? Their Heavenly 
Father, when He made them, gave them 
all they needed to know about build- 
ing a house with mud. Men have to 
learn by being taught, but swallows 
just know how without ever going to 
school. Oh, you wish you were a swal- 
low! 


One day the nest was all finished and 
before many days Mother Swallow sat 
down to hatch the eggs she had laid in 
the nest. We watched her sitting so 
patiently and then one happy day there 
were four baby swallows peeping over 
the edge of the nest. Yes, like all baby 
birds they looked as if they were all 
mouth. 


How the swallows worked to feed 
four babies! Swallows eat bugs you 
know, so the mother and father birds 
would fly through the summer sky and 
when they saw a bug they would catch 
it and bring it home for the babies. 
They worked very hard and finally a 
third swallow joined them in the bug 
catching. The swallows were very 
happy and the family was growing 
nicely. 

But one day something very sad 
happened. It was raining hard that 
morning and I noticed a bird sitting on 
the nest. I thought, of course, that 
Mother Swallow was sheltering her fam- 
ily from the chilly rain. But, when I 
looked closer, I saw it was not Mother 
Swallow but a large English sparrow. 
There he sat and, of course, flew 
away when I opened the door. He 
had broken the swallow’s nest! Two 
babies were on the ground, and one 
was badly hurt in the nest! Only one 
baby swallow escaped the sparrow’s at- 
tack. 


I felt so sad, especially as I watched 
the ee grown-up swallows. They 
were flying about wildly—one was even 
trying to bring mud to build a new 
nest opposite the doorway. 


I picked up the little baby swallow 
that was alive and took him into the 
house. What would I do with him? 
How could I catch enough bugs to feed 
him? Then an idea came to me. I took 
a tin cup we had in the cupboard, made 
a soft nest in it of tissue paper, and 
put the baby swallow inside the cup. 
Then I hung the cup up where the 
swallows had tried to start a new nest. 
I asked God to send the swallows back 
to feed the baby. After all, God tells 
us to “behold the fowls of the air”: 
how He feeds them and cares for them. 
And God did send the swallows back 
to feed the baby! How happy I was 
when I saw them again bringing bugs 
to Little Tin Cup, for that is what we 
named the baby swallow. 

We put a small platform near the tin 
cup so the baby could hop out when 
he grew tired of his tin-cup house. 
And he was a very pretty bird when 
he grew up—he had a lovely orange- 
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yellow breast, and shiny blue-black 
wings. 

Before the swallows left that year, 
they sat on the electric light wire one 
evening and chirped a little song for 
us. I think it was a thank-you song. 
And, that is the end of my story. 


oe : 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 1 to 7 


Mon., June 1—1 Kings 21:1-7. 
Ahab Craves Naboth’s Vineyard. 


PRAYER SuGcesTions: “The Lord for- 
bid it me, that I should give the in- 
heritance of my fathers unto thee.” 
Ahab desired Naboth’s plot of ground 
close to his property for a vegetable 
garden. This plot belonged to Naboth 
as a paternal inheritance which never 
could be transferred permanently to 
anyone outside his family. It was, 
therefore, a matter of conscience with 
Naboth sacredly to preserve that plot 
of ground. Naboth’s stand on the will 
of God cost him his life. There was no 
disloyalty to the king. The will of God 
made Naboth refuse Ahab’s request. 
(See Num. 27.) Stand firm on the will 
of God no matter the cost. “He that 
doeth the will of God abideth for ever” 
(1 John 2:17). Pray to be kept con- 
stantly in the will of God. 


Tues., June 2.—1 Kings 21:8-16. 
Jezebel and Naboth. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jezebel said to 
Ahab, Arise, take possession of the 
vineyard of Naboth . . . for Naboth is 
not alive, but dead.” Ahab was wicked 
but his wife was worse. She had a 
false heart as well as a false religion. 
The Devil always has servants who are 
ready to do his wicked will. Never 
forget that we who are saved were once 
in Satan’s kingdom. We used to live 
just as the Devil wanted us to live. 
(See Eph. 2:1-3.) Wickedness is often 
on the throne and truth on the scaffold. 
But God has two worlds—this one and 
that which is to come. Pray that you 
may have joy and not grief when you 
stand before the Lord. 


Wed., June 3.—1 Kings 21:17-20, 27-29. 
Elijah Denounces Ahab. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Thou hast sold 
thyself to work evii in the sight of the 
Lord.” God always finds out the in- 
iquity of His servants. We need faith- 
ful preachers like Elijah to tell people 
of their transgressions. The end of 
preaching is to show transgressors and 
saints the obedience God demands from 
them. “God ... now commandeth all 
men every where to repent” (Acts 17: 
30). “Repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among 
all nations” (Luke 24:47). Pray that 
ministers may not only accurately pre- 


sent the Word of God but also press 
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for that obedience which the Word of 
God demands. 


Thurs., June 4—1 Kings 22:1-12. 
False Prophets Promise Victory, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The king of Is- 
rael gathered the prophets together, 
about four hundred men, and said unto 
them, Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead 
to battle, or shall I forbear? And they 
said, Go up; for the Lord shall deliver 
it into the hand of the king.” False 
religions have lying tongues. These 
four hundred false prophets were all 
of one mind and prophesied what the 
king wished to hear. Sinners all inherit 
wrath, not blessing. All who sow in- 
iquity shall reap the same. Pray fora 


steady heart ‘in these times when false- | 


hood is popular and truth is derided. 


Fri., June 5.—1 Kings 22:14-23. 
Micaiah Promises Defeat. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The messenger 
that was gone to call Micaiah spake 
unto him, saying, Behold now, the 
words of the prophets declare good 
unto the king with one mouth: let thy 
word, I pray thee, be like the word of 
one of them, and speak that which is 
good” (v. 13). By mutual agreement 
Ahab’s prophets lied. The good prophet 
of the Lord said: “As the Lord liveth, 
what the Lord saith unto me, that will 
I speak” (v. 14). And that divinely 
given message upset King Ahab and 


made the false prophets angry, but it. 


arrested the ears of Jehoshaphat, king 
of Judah. Pray that you may always 
speak God’s truth whether people hear 
or forbear. 


Sat., June 6.—1 Kings 22:26-37. 
' Micaiah Imprisoned. 
PRAYER SucGEsTIONS: “Put this fellow 
in the prison, and feed him with bread 
of affliction and with water of affliction, 
until I come in peace.” Micaiah stood 
firm for God’s truth among great ene- 
mies of the truth. “All that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per- 
secution” (2 Tim. 3:12). Mr. Moody 
used to say, “A usurper has this world 
now, but the real Ruler is coming back 
to Set up His own righteous, glorious 
kingdom.” Meanwhile, it is better for 
us to suffer for welldoing than for evil- 
doing. Pray for an all commanding 
ambition to please the Lord. 


Sun., June 7.—Jer. 22:1-5, 13-16. 
Call to Repentance. 


Prayer Succestions: “If ye will not 
hear these words, I swear by myself, 
saith the Lord, that this house shall 
become a desolation.” God called the 
people to repent of their sins, by the 
mouth of His faithful prophet Jere- 
miah. Preachers do well to put people 
in the situation wherein they must 
decide for God or against Him. White- 
field used to demand answers to his 
challenges in God’s Word from all his 
hearers. The will of God when pre- 
sented demands obedience. It is either 
obedience or disobedience with every 
one of us. Do you respond to the will 
of God in your life and practice? Pray 
to be quick to yield instant devotion to 
all God asks of you. 





